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movements, but the scope and object he keeps to himself.
Perhaps it is best, if he intends extreme measures with the
conspirators. General Hancock is expected this evening.
He has not been treated as he should have been by Grant.

There is a rumor that Hancock will be assigned to this
military department and that Gordon Granger will take
the place of General Emory here in Washington. If such
be the fact, I know nothing of it, nor, I apprehend, do
other members of the Cabinet. The changes, if made,
will be likely to stir up the conspirators, and are made too
late to be effectual. These precautions should have been
taken long ago, if taken at all. I do not believe that the
President, unless personally assailed, intends seriously
to resort to military assistance to maintain his position;
and military officers who are his friends can now do little
for him, if he even wishes it. The President has a policy
known only to himself. Honest, patriotic, devoted to his
duties, he has failed to attach to himself a party. He would
not lend himself to the Radicals to exclude the States,
nor to the Democrats to secede from the Union, but has
stood as it were alone on the constitutional policy of
Lincoln and himself. I hope he is frank and confiding with
his lawyers; he has not been sufficiently so with his Cabinet.

Black called on me again this morning and inquired
if the President had given me any orders in relation to
AltaVela. I told him no order had been received. He in-
quired if I had seen the President since his and my inter-
view yesterday. I replied that I had, but nothing had been
said to me concerning Alta Vela. Black expressed astonish-
ment, appeared vexed, said the President could not go on
in this way, yet he was sorry to leave him just at this
time. I remarked that he would not. But he turned short
and left. His son was with him. An hour or two after,
S[imeon] Johnson, who writes for the Intelligencer, but
who is a special friend and admirer of Black's, called on
me in alarm on account of a disagreement between the
President and Black. Says the President has not kept his